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BERKELEY CONFERENCE 



TRUSTEES' SECTION 



The Trustees' Section met Friday even- 
ing, June 4, in California Hall. Mr. W. T. 
Porter, trustee of the Cincinnati public 
library, reported the result of the litiga- 
tion in Ohio on the subject of the Work- 
men's compensation act as applied to li- 
brary employes. Under the act of 1913, 
the state auditor drew a warrant upon 
the county treasurer of Hamilton county, 
Ohio, the depository of the funds of the 
Cincinnati public library, for 1 per cent 
of the salary list of the library. 

The library trustees sought to enjoin the 
collection of the warrant, but the Supreme 
Court of the state held that the law was 
constitutional and the state insurance fund 
was entitled to the contribution. It was 
an arbitrary draft upon the funds, not 
based upon any measure of damages, but 
that made no difference. 

The state, however, has recognized the 
injustice of the law and practically re- 
pealed that section authorizing the 1 per 
cent levy by suspending its operation. The 



state had collected sufficient money in one 
year to pay all possible liabilities for an 
indefinite number of years, and so sus- 
pended the operation of the law.- 

Civil service again was given attention 
by the legislators, but the library service 
has been left as it was in the former law, 
and the library staff is placed in the un- 
classified service and thus is not subject 
to the provisions of the civil service law 
as to examinations. The attorney general 
of the state held that the words "library 
staff" in the old law did not include the 
janitorial force, and that that branch of 
the library service was subject to the civil 
service. 

, Mr. Greene, of Oakland, and Mr. Stetson, 
of New Haven, referred to the civil service 
conditions in their respective libraries. 

The officers of the Section were con- 
tinued: W. T. Porter, Cincinnati, chair- 
man; T. L. Montgomery, of Harrisburg, 
Pa., secretary. 



PUBLIC DOCUMENTS ROUND TABLE 



The Public Documents Round Table was 
held in Room 101, East Hall, University of 
California, under the direction of George S. 
Godard, librarian of the Connecticut State 
library, chairman of the Committee on 
Public Documents. Miss Amy Allen, head 
cataloger of the University of West Vir- 
ginia was appointed secretary of the meet- 
ing. 

The chairman called attention to the 
meeting of the Public Documents Round 
Table held in Washington in 1914, at which 
were officially represented the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, the Government 
Printer, and the Joint Committee of Con- 
gress on Printing. At that meeting the 
work of the Superintendent of Documents 
Office was explained, special papers present- 



ed, and the many questions relating to the 
welfare of libraries asked by those inter- 
ested and answered by those competent to 
do so. At that meeting also, Mr. Carter, 
Clerk of the Joint Committee on Printing, 
read a paper prepared for the occasion, 
which explained the provisions of the new 
printing bills then before the Sixty-third 
Congress (Senate Bill No. 5430 and House 
Bill No. 15902, which were identical in 
text) so far as they related to the printing 
and distribution of documents, the sections 
in which librarians were especially inter- 
ested. 

When it was understood that the Joint 
Committee had incorporated in these bills 
nearly every suggestion which had been 
made by the American Library Assocla- 



